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Affective Vocabulary: Spread and Contagion in Peripheral Spaces

Our everyday life seems to be marked by recurring use of affective vocabulary. Whether it is
literature, art, history or media, we are embedded in an affective society. Affective discourse,
the discourse of the body, the discourse of all that is perceived as not overtly intellectual isn’t
new in human sciences, but became indispensable once the promises of progress made by
ideologies had failed. An entire current of post-structuralist thought emphasized not only the
ontology of multiplicity, but also multiple modes of existence. From La Vie énigmatique des
signes (The Enigmatic Life of Signs, Maniglier 2006), to the framework of Actor-Network
Theory of Bruno Latour, it is evident that the impact of affects on theoretical, aesthetic and
literary evaluation can no longer be doubted.

The interest for contemporary cultural history in terms of affects/emotions/sensitivities is very
lively: a special 2014 issue of the journal Vingtieme siécle, “The History of Sensitivities in the
20" Century”, gives an overview, for France in particular, while American historian Peter
Stearns views himself as the “emotionologist” of American modernism (Stearns 1994). Joel
Dinerstein  (2017) applies the ethos of cool to the existentialist moment. More
epistemologically, the work of Frédéric Lordon (Lordon 2013) demonstrates that even when
referring to the dynamics of contemporary capitalism emotions must be called upon. Lauren
Berlant (Berlant 2011) coins the concepts such as “cruel optimism” or “unfeeling” (Berlant
2011) in order to translate the ethos of intimacy into the post-ideological and post-crisis Western
world.

A colloquium organized by the University of Constanta in October 2017, “Affective
Vocabulary: Towards a New Politics of the Discourse in Literature and Media” offered the
opportunity to present the research on the affective turn of contemporary episteme. The fifth,
thematic issue of the review Dacoromania litteraria intends to focus on specific cultural and
local traits of affective vocabulary. The dialectics between the rhythm of history (the social and
the collective) and the rhythm of everyday life (individual experiences, bodies and micro-
subjectivities) seems to have shaped the course of thought in social sciences and their
methodologies. The enrichment of theoretical affective vocabulary mirrors the intensified
dynamics of cultural network: the dynamic relations between centers and peripheries, as well
as the instability of these very identities; the relations between national/regional cultural spaces
and the world defined by the crossing of borders as its main presupposition; the discursive
redistribution of social sciences as neurosciences and digital technology invade the discourse
of social sciences questioning what could be called the national/regional methodological
culture.



Considering the importance of social and cultural geographies, of the global economic
(Wallerstein, center/periphery), political (the Global South or the North/South, the democratic
West vs. the authoritarian South) or cultural divide (the Balkans, for instance, as the object of
Maria Todorova’s groundbreaking study), we encourage the reflection on the spread of the
affective vocabulary determined by specific cultural, local or regional traits as well as the means
of interaction between the individual and the local on one hand, and collective affective
phenomena/movements, on the other.

The call for papers addresses several research axes, encouraging case studies of a specific
national culture, as well as theoretical approaches with an overall perspective of intercultural
contacts that could be translated into affective terms.

1. First and foremost, we could question the place of emotions in peripheral spaces. What
are their fields of application? What role did emotions play in the development of human
sciences in these spaces? How can affects/emotions be integrated into cultural ecology
and according to what type of relations formed between a theory conceived in the West
and the defined local practices?

2. In literature, we strive to better understand the interplay of emotion, ethics and ethos in
marginal cultures. What was the influence of social values on artistic practices at a given
moment? Which ethos could be assigned to a specific moment in history and to a
particular geocultural space? What structure(s) of sensitivity and what affective
disposition determine the types of artistic/cultural activity or a model of writing
(Nouveau roman, minimalism, autofiction, biopics, women’s/queer/minority writing or
different types of style stemming from national/regional/local entities)?

3. Finally, a focus on practices of the spread of emotions and their transfer from one culture
to another is proposed. We question the migration of affective configurations and their
spread via the dynamics of interaction between centers ad peripheries. What are the
networks and the contact points that transmit emotions? What justifies the “borrowing”
from or the imitation of a collective affection?

The article proposals (up to 4000 characters), in English or French, followed by a bio-
bibliography, can be submitted up until the 1st of September, 2018. The full articles (between
25000 and 50000 characters) can be submitted until the 31th of October, 2018 (for submission
guidelines, see the website: http://www.dacoromanialitteraria.inst-puscariu.ro/pdf/nr/EN.pdf).
The final publication decision shall be made following an external reviewing process and shall
be communicated to the authors until the 15th of December, 2018.

Email To: vesna.elez@fil.bg.ac.rs, amatei25@yahoo.com

Issue Editors:

Alexandru Matei (amatei25@yahoo.com), Faculty of Letters, Ovidius University, Constanta.
Vesna Elez (vesna.elez@fil.bg.ac.rs), Faculty of Philology, University of Belgrade, Belgrade.


mailto:vesna.elez@fil.bg.ac.rs
mailto:amatei25@yahoo.com
mailto:vesna.elez@fil.bg.ac.rs

References
Augustin, S. (426). La cité de Dieu.
Austin, J. (1991 [1962]). Quand dire c'est faire. Paris: Seuil.
Barthes, R. (1977). Fragments d'un discours amoureux. Paris: Seuil.
Bataille, G. (1957). L'érotisme. Paris: Editions de Minuit.

Berlan, Laurent (2011) Cruel Optimism. Duke UP, René Wellek Prize, American Comparative
Literature Association
Boudon, R. (2003). Raisons, bonnes raisons. Paris: P.U.F.

Deleuze, G., & Guattari, F. (1972). L'anti-Oedipe. Capitalisme et schizophrénie 1. Paris: Editions
de Minuit.

Deleuze, G., & Parnet, C. (1977). Dialogues. Paris: Flammarion.

Foessel, M. (2008). La privatisation de I'intime. Paris: Seuil.

Foucault, M. (1983 [1954-1988]). L'ecriture de soi. Dans M. Foucault, Dits et Ecrits (\Vol. 2).
Paris: Gallimard.

Foucault, M. (1994 [1976]). Histoire de la sexualité 1. La volonté de savoir. Paris: Gallimard.

Foucault, M. (1994 [1976]). Histoire de la sexualité 1. La volonté de savoir. Paris: Gallimard.

Foucault, M. (2001 [1981-1982]). L'herméneutique du sujet. Cours du college de France. 1981-
1982. Paris: Seuil/Gallimard.

Foucault, M. (2001 [1984]). L’¢thique du souci de soi comme pratique de la liberté. Dans M.
Foucault, Dits et Ecrits 1l (pp. 1527-1548). Gallimard « Quarto ».

Foucault, M. (2014 [1980-1981]). Subjectivité et Vérité. Cours au College de France. 1980-1981.
Paris: Gallimard/Seuil.

Giddens, A. (2004 [1992]). La transformation de I'intimité. Sexualité, amour et érotisme dans les
sociétés modernes. Paris: Hachette.

Illouz, E. (2012). Pourquoi I'amour fait mal. L'expérience amoureuse dans la modernité. (F. Joly,
Trad.) Paris: Seuil.

Jeudy, H.-P. (2007). L’ absence d'intimité. Belval: Circe.

Jullien, F. (2013). De I'intime. Loin du bruyant amour. Paris: Grasset.

Kaufmann, J.-C. (2010). Sex@mour. Les nouvelles clés des rencontres amoureuses. Paris: Armand
Colin.

Lapoujade, D. (2014). Deleuze, les mouvements aberrants . Paris : Editions de Minuit.

Lardellier, P. (2005). Rencontres sur Internet : I'amour en révolution [en ligne]. (S. Humaines, Ed.)
Sciences Humaines : France 2005 Portrait d'une société, Septembre/Octobre(50).
Consulté le 04 février 2016, sur http://www.scienceshumaines.com/rencontres-sur-
internet-l-amour-en-revolution_fr_14037.html

Lardellier, P. (2012). Les réseaux du coeur. Sexe, amour et séduction sur Internet. Paris: Francois
Bourin Editeur.



Lardellier, P. (2013). "L'hyper-ception” Des sens, du corps et des rapports amoureux a l'ére
d'Internet. Dans A. Mons, La transition du percu a I'ere des communications (pp. 73-88).
Pessac: Presses Universitaires de Bordeaux.

Latour, B. (2012). Enquéte sur les modes d’existence. Une anthropologie des Modernes. Paris: La
découverte.

Leleu, P. (2000). Sexualité et Internet. Paris: L'Harmattan .

Lemeilleur, S. (2016). L'expressivité de I'intime sur les dispositifs du web. Processus de la
subjectivité et machinations contemporaines. Bordeaux: Thése de Doctorat des Sciences
de l'Information et de la Communication. Laboratoire MICA. Université Bordeaux-
Montaigne.

Lordon, F. (2013). La société des affects. Pour un structuralisme des passions. Paris: Seuil.

Maniglier, P. (2006). La vie énigmatique des signes. Paris: Léo Scheer.

Minghini, G. (2009). Fake. Paris: Allia.

Mons, A. (2013). Les lieux du sensible. Paris: CNRS Editions.

Tisseron, S. (2001). L'intimité surexposée. Paris: Ramsay.

Vingtieme Siecle. Revue d'histoire. (2014). Histoire des sensibilités au 20e siécle, 2014/3(123).
Paris: Presses de Sciences Po (P.F.N.S.P.).



